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Convention on the Rights of the Child

AU | United Nations General Assembly

20

1989 recognizes, for the first time expressly, that Children
and adolescents also have civil, social, political, cultural
and economic rights, which must be promoted and

protected by all.
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The DAY Project

Democratic Activation of Youth

It seeks to promote one of the 4 principles of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child: Article 12.

It aims to guarantee the participation of young
people in democratic life at a local level.

Young people are considered capable of deciding
about their own lives and therefore of participating
in decisions that concern them.

Funded by the European Commission under the CERV Programme, the DAY Project
is coordinated by Fondazione L'Albero Della Vita ETS and the partners CIDIS

ETS and Eurochild, as well as the associated partner Municipality of Naples.

“Funded by the European Union. The opinions expressed, however, belong to the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the European Union or the Supervisory Authority. Neither the European Union nor the Guarantor Authority can be held responsible.”
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The Project

The partners together decided to create a tailor-made intervention in
the city of Naples. In particular, they started experimenting involving
3 of the 10 districts of the metropolitan city.

II District School 1-4
Avvocata, elected
Montecalvario, Board 2
Mercato, Ptendino, School 2 - 4 ‘12 elected
Porto, S. Giuseppe elected
(91.536 inhabitants)
Municipality
of Naples
IV District School 1- 4 op
Poggioreale, elected Transversal
San Lorenzo, School 2 - 4 Board 4 Board m
Vicaria, . 12 elected 12 elected [l
Zona Industriale elected | !
(96.078 inhabitants) =lo
Local s
National
European m
Authorities
VIDistrict School 1- 4
Ponticelli, elected
Barra, School 2 - & Board 6
S. Giovanni 12 elected
a Teduccio elected
(117.641 inhabitants)

Districts are the political and administrative level closest to citizens and through which young people can exercise

their citizenship rights, especially with respect to issues that affect their lives.

The project's target was represented by 1350 boys and girls
aged between 14 and 18, selected in 9 high schools and
vocational institutes.

The elections of the 36 delegates took place
at the institutes, involving classmates.

“Funded by the European Union. The opinions expressed, however, belong to the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the European Union or the Supervisory Authority. Neither the European Union nor the Guarantor Authority can be held responsible.”
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The young representatives Works
received a training to be able

to participate in political Llife
Public Green

at a local level and in
particular to be able to meet S chool
the District Commissions buildings
that work on different -
thematic areas.

and Culture

The approximately 2,000 youths who previously elected representatives
were asked to express their opinion by selecting the two thematic
areas on which the delegates would start a discussion.

The two areas chosen were Environment and Educational and
Scholastic Activities: from here the work began with the relevant
Commissions, with respect to these two thematic areas on the 3 Districts.

pfafting of 3 Opportunity.to meet
\ dministrative Acts* the councilors in
goard 1+ worked a lot on W then submitteq plenary and thus
p) , an inter-institutional Cto the relevant define a strategy to
level, stimulating the CMmmissions which be implemented.
drafting of protocols i:PPorted the youths Meeting with the
between the schools understanding the Culture and Education,
involved and other public mechanisms | Mobility and |
institutional subjects, for pPresenting Transport and
for the effective Proposals Environment
implementation of and contents. Commissions and
the intervention e _ working together in a
actions envisaged 'Zeocr'nﬂ;i:;i';"s"i‘setoot that the synergistic manner to
in the Agenda_ an action to thet%i:rfin“ | QChieVe concrete
E— f results.

From the 3 boards, 12 delegates were elected to form a transversal
board which had the opportunity to discuss the agendas with the
Councilor for Youth Policies and Work, Chiara Marciani,

and the Councilor for Education and Family, Maura Striano.

{ This group compares and updates on the work carried out in each district and discusses it at municipal level.

Finally, a delegation of 6 members of the Transversal Board made
the model created known to all the other Districts of Naples, as
well as at a European level, meeting members of the Parliament
and the European Commission in Brussels.

“Funded by the European Union. The opinions expressed, however, belong to the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the European Union or the Supervisory Authority. Neither the European Union nor the Guarantor Authority can be held responsible.”
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The change that

can happen thanks
to cooperation
between politicians
and young people
national

at local,
and European
levels.

The institutional
dimension. The
participation of
the Municipality
of Naples as an
associated

partner of the
project is the
central factor of

sustainability.

The patronage
will allow future
adoption of the
model and local

L scale wup.

r Youth empowerment: w
it allows young people
to experience
participation in the
decision-making process
at local level in the
field, connecting and
participating in district
councils and citizen
committees.
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factors
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The education
system dimension.
The commitment of
the schools and
the signing of a

memorandum of

understanding
constitutes the
basis for effective
involvement of the
students and
delegates and the
replication and
expansion to other

schools.

to overcome

The difficulty of
institutes in
following and

promoting all
the projects in
which students

are involved.

Challenges

The difficulty in joining the
activities of the group
involved: the commitment
into after school activities
as well as the complexity
of the territory do not
facilitate participation in
afternoon events such as
meetings, focus groups,
cultural events.

The difficulty of
political actors in

understanding that
making young people

the protagonists of
decisions that concern
them helps to
improve the quality
of interventions in
the area.

dall'Unione europea

“Funded by the European Union. The opinions expressed, however, belong to the author(s) alone and do not necessarily reflect the c;pinéf)ns
of the European Union or the Supervisory Authority. Neither the European Union nor the Guarantor Authority can be held responsible.
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a We will

always be ready and frequent
to have our say, we :
want to represent the
voice of young people,
remaining open to any
‘ type of discussion with all
citizens. We hope to
succeed in this undertaking
and to spread a good
practice of youth /
participation throughout
the city of Naples.
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