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Introduction

This project is funded by the EU Commission.

• It is being led by the Children’s Rights Alliance in partnership with 
the Department of Children Equality Disability Integration and 
Youth, Tusla, Ireland’s Child and Family Agency and Children and 
Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSC), Eurochild, 
UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre University of Galway, 
and Foróige.

• Using Ireland as a case study, the project’s overall aim is to 
explore how a child rights-based approach, utilising Child Rights 
Impact Assessments (CRIAs), can be embedded in decision-
making in times of emergency.

• Building Children’s Futures: Using Children’s Rights to 
Recover from the Global Pandemic- The Children’s Report

• Child Rights Impact Assessment Training Video
• Child Rights Impact Assessment Research Report

https://childrensrights.ie/publications/building-childrens-futures-using-childrens-rights-to-recover-from-the-global-pandemic-the-childrens-report/
https://childrensrights.ie/publications/building-childrens-futures-using-childrens-rights-to-recover-from-the-global-pandemic-the-childrens-report/


Aims and Objectives of 
Training

Provide an overview of Children’s Rights 
in Ireland

Provide an in-depth knowledge of 
Children’s Rights Impact Assessments 
(CRIAs) 

Provide practical step by step guidance 
on how CRIAs can be used in everyday 
work 



Sources of Children’s Rights

UN 
Convention 

on the Rights 
of the Child

Irish 
Constitution

European 
Convention 
on Human 
Rights Act 

2003

Irish Law ( 
e.g. Child 
Care Act)

EU Charter of 
Fundamental 

Rights



What Rights are Contained in the UNCRC



General Principles 
of the UNCRC



Implementation of the UNCRC
• By ratifying the Convention, Ireland 

became a 'State Party' to the 
Convention.

• It thereby made a formal 
commitment to respect, protect and 
fulfil the rights of children set out in 
the Convention. 

• Ireland is a dualist legal system. As 
such an Act of the Oireachtas has to 
be passed in order for an 
International treaty to form part of 
our domestic law. 

State Review by the UN 
Committee on the Rights 

of the Child

3rd Optional 
Protocol

State 
Implementation



State Reporting under the UNCRC

Submission  to the 
UN Committee on 

the Rights of the 
Child on  the List of 

Issues Prior to 
Reporting (LOIPR)

LOIPR issued to the 
state by the UN 

Committee on the 
Rights of the Child

State Report 
submitted to the 

Committee on the 
basis of the LOIPR 

Alternative Report 
and Children’s 

Report submitted 
to the UN 

Committee on the 
Rights of the Child.

Pre-Sessional 
Hearing with the 

UN Committee on 
the Rights of the 

Child

State Examination 
by the Committee 

on the Rights of the 
Child



UNCRC and Child Rights 
Impact Assessments

• Article 4 of the UNCRC sets out that
‘implementation is the process whereby 
States parties take action to ensure the 
realisation of all rights in the Convention 
for all children in their jurisdiction.’

• Ireland was last examined by the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child in 
2023. In its Concluding Observations 
the Committee recommended that: 



Know Your 
Rights 
Series



Know Your Rights 
Guide
Plain English guide of children’s legal rights written in Q & A 
style on a range of topics:

• My right to be treated equally, be included and make my own 
decisions

• My right to education
• My right to health
• My right to protection from harm
• My rights in the family
• My rights as a migrant or refugee
• My rights in dealing with criminal law and the Gardaí (Irish 

police)
• My rights online
• My right to shelter
• Where can I go for help?

https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter1_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter1_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter2_WEB_0.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter3_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter4_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter5_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter6_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter7_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter7_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter8_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159_ChildrensRightsAlliance_KnowYourRights_Chapter9_WEB.pdf
https://www.childrensrights.ie/sites/default/files/15159-ChildrensRightsAlliance-KnowYourRights-Chapter10-WEB.pdf


Know Your 
Rights

12



What Are 
CRIAs

A Child Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) is:
• a framework that helps decision 

makers understand how children’s 
rights, may be affected by a proposal 
to change law, policy service or 
decision. 

• a framework for considering actions 
that you can take to mitigate any 
potential negative impacts of a 
decision

• a tool for aiding transparency in 
decision making

• a tool to encourage hearing directly 
from children and young people when 
making decisions that effect them.

• a tool to help encourage better data 
collection and reporting.



When could 
a CRIA be 
used?

A CRIA could be conducted to inform any 
decision being made that could affect 
children and young people. This could 
include: 

- The development of a new local play policy

- Decisions about whether to close or merge 
local services

- Decisions about how to provide services in a 
new premises

- Development of new legislation or policy at 
national level



UK Example – for more see 
here 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/child-friendly-cities/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/06/CRIA_June-2022.pdf


UK Example – for more see here 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/child-friendly-cities/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/06/CRIA_June-2022.pdf




International 
Examples

Scotland
• List of Published CRIWAs here
• Example: Young Patients Family 

Fund 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-rights-and-wellbeing-impact-assessments-list/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/impact-assessment/2023/03/young-patients-family-fund-crwia-stage-3/documents/young-patients-family-fund/young-patients-family-fund/govscot%3Adocument/young-patients-family-fund.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/impact-assessment/2023/03/young-patients-family-fund-crwia-stage-3/documents/young-patients-family-fund/young-patients-family-fund/govscot%3Adocument/young-patients-family-fund.pdf


How to Conduct a CRIA

1. Screening

2. Examining scope 
and Purpose

3. Gathering the 
Evidence

4. Consulting with 
Children and Young 

People

5. Assessing the 
Impact

6. Conclusions and 
Reccomendndations

7. Publishing the 
CRIA

8. Monitoring, 
Reviewing and 

Evaluation



Scenario 

The Covid 26 pandemic has hit Ireland. The medical professionals 
have said that this variant does not spread among children under the 
age of 8 but spreads quickly among children over the age of 15 and 
can have serious medical consequences for this group. It is also 
deadly for people over the age of 60. 

• Group 1: You are a community early years' service and need 
to decide whether or not to close. 

• Group 2: You are a youth service for children in inner city 
Dublin and you need to decide do you open, close or  change 
how you deliver your service.

• Group 3: You are in the Department of Education and need to 
decide the policy should primary school stay open.

• Group 4: You are the Government and you are considering 
should social distancing and restrictions on movement be 
introduced. 
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