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Resolution

Honorable Prime Minister,
honorable Ministers,

Through this resolution, the signatory child protection organizations active in Greece, which
promote and defend the rights of the child, providing services and programs to children in the
Greek territory, we call the Political Leadership and in particular the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Foreign Affairs through their competent departments to consider our request to
initiate the procedures for signing and ratifying the Optional Protocol to the UN International
Convention on the Rights of the Child (Law 2101/1992 - Official Gazette A 192/ 2.12.1992) for
communication procedures.

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications

procedure, mostly known as OPIC, was adopted at the sixty-sixth session of the United Nations
General Assembly with the resolution 66/138 of 19 December 2011, opened for signature in
Geneva, Switzerland on 28 February 2012 and entered into force from April 14, 2014.

The OPIC has been already ratified by 52 countries, recognized UN Member States, while 15
more have proceeded to sign it. Itis important to point out that the majority of Member States
that have ratified OPIC are located in Europe. Specifically, 25 countries in Europe have ratified
the OPIC, 15 of which are Member States of the European Union.

As it is known, in addition to the ratification of the UN International Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC), Greece has proceeded to ratify both the Optional Protocol on the
involvement of children in armed conflict with the Law 3080/2002 (Government Gazette A'
312), and the Optional Protocol on Child Trafficking, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography
with the Law 3625/2007 (Official Gazette A' 290). However, Greece has not yet initiated any
procedure for signing and ratifying the OPIC in order to ensure the joint protection provided
by the UNCRC and its Optional Protocols, contrary to the majority of both the EU Member
States and the countries located in Europe. In this way, children living in Greece are deprived


https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/optional-protocol-convention-rights-child-communications
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/optional-protocol-convention-rights-child-communications
https://treaties.un.org/doc/source/docs/A_Res_66_138-E.pdf

of the possibility of reporting and appealing to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
("Committee") in the event that any violation of their rights takes place.

At the same time, the Committee in the most recent concluding observations sent on June 28,
2022 in the context of the periodic review for the implementation of the UNCRC in Greece, in
section L (par. 46), recommends the signature and ratification of the OPIC, in order to further
strengthen the fulfillment of children's rights. A respective recommendation was also
highlighted in the Committee’s previous concluding observations in section H (par. 74), sent
on August 13, 2012, in the context of the periodic review of the implementation ofthe UNCRC
in Greece.

Furthermore, during the period 2025-2026, Greece will have a presence as a non-permanent
member of the United Nations Security Council and as Greece has stated, one of the priorities
is to focus on both prevention and restoration through the effective operation of friendly
children of judicial and non-judicial mechanisms, as well as promoting active and strong
partnerships with international partners that take into account and give voice to the real
needs of children.

By its nature, the OPIC is not only a monitoring mechanism in cases of violations of children's
rights, but also it truly gives voice to children themselves to express their needs and demands
and ultimately exercise their rights, especially when they are violated. Through the
Committee’s jurisprudence, the Member States that have ratified the OPIC are advancing in
the defense of the rights of the child and act in this way as pioneers in child protection.
Besides, it is increasingly realized that ensuring the protection of children's rights contributes
to the protection of the collective public interest as well as social cohesion. Therefore, OPIC's
ratification in the context of Greece's presence in the United Nations Security Council will
demonstrate the practical support for children rights and ensure that children are a priority
for the Greek State.

Recognizing the work that Greece has already done, mainly with the adoption of a National
Action Plan for the Rights of the Child, the aim is to create a uniform, holistic, inclusive and
stable national child protection system, without gaps and fragmented legislation, in which the
participation of the children themselves, which until now remains minimal, will have an
important role. Additionally, this position is reflected to the Committee's concluding
observations, both in the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child and the European Guarantee,
and in the Council of Europe's Strategy on the Rights of the Child (2022-2027). Therefore, the
OPIC's ratification will contribute significantly to the creation of a child protection system that
is voiced by the children and works to ensure their best interests.

In view of the above, in order Greece to be harmonized with its international commitments,
following the Committee's recommendations and with the certainty that it is a State in which
children are a priority and that ensuring their rights and protecting them is a main concern of
the Greek Government, the undersigned organizations declare our desire to contribute in any
way requested to initiate the OPIC’s ratification procedures.


https://greeceforunsc.mfa.gr/priorities-pillars-of-greeces-candidacy/
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/rights-child/eu-strategy-rights-child-and-european-child-guarantee_el
https://search.coe.int/cm#{%22CoEIdentifier%22:[%220900001680a5a064%22],%22sort%22:[%22CoEValidationDate%20Descending%22]}

With our experience and presence in the field of child protection and defense of children's

rights, we will support every action of the State that will contribute to ensuring the best
interests of children in Greece and therefore we urgently call on the Greek Government to

proceed with OPIC's ratification.

Sincerely,

The signatory entities defending child rights:
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Ayyehol tng Xapag AMKE

ANTITONH - Kévtpo MAnpodopnong kat Tekunpiwaong yla To PAtolopo, tTnv
OwkoAoyia, tnv Elprivn kat tn Mn Bia

AP3I3-Kowwviky Opyavwon Yrootnpteng Newv

Aodaln Zévolaota Madid Twpa — AZENT

FATPOI TOY KOZMOY EAAGSOG

Alebvn¢ Kowvwvikn Yriinpeoia

Aiktuo Avadoyxwv Movéwy kot EBehovtwy yla TNV KOWWVLIKA Tipootacia Twv
avnAikwyv

Aiktuo yla ta Akawwpota Tou Nadlov

EMnvikr Evwon yla ta Atkotwpata tou AvBpwrou / Hellenic League for Human
Rights

EAMNVIKO ZupPoUALo yia toug Npooduyeg

EMnvikd Qopoup Metavaotwyv

EMNnvikd Qopoup MNpoodlywy

"Eva Maidl - Evag Koopog" M. Aukoupélog AMKE

EEENEN ZwNg

Emitponn yia to Olkoyevelakd Alkolo Kal T ZUVALVETIKA JUVETILUEAELQ
EPFQ MKO (ERGO Academy)

ETAIPEIA NEPIOEPEIAKHZ ANANTYZHZ KAI WYXIKHZ YFEIAZ (EMAWY)
Etatpeia MNpootaciog Inaotikwy / Nopta Avolth

Etalpia Kowwvikig Wuxlatptkig N. ZakeAAapOmouAog

ZEY=IZ MKO

HAIAKTIAA AMKE

Kévtpo Epeuvwv Pileg

KENTPO MAIAIOY KAl EOHBOY

Kévtpo 2t pleng Owkoyeveiag tng lepag ApxLemiokomnng ABnvwy

KiBwtog tou Kéouou

METAGbpaon

Owkoyéveleg Oupavio To€o

Opyavwan n

Madika Xwptd SOS EANGSOG

MaveAArviog ZUAAoyog Mpocapuoouévwy Apactnplotitwv AAMA
MoAUXpwHo 2xoAeio - Rainbow School

SYAAOIOZ MEPIMNHE ANHAIKQN KAI NEQN/Society for the Care of Minors and
Youth

JuviTapéLc - Owkoupeviko Mpoypappa MNpoodplywv
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Yxebila -Kevtpo Mawdaywylkng kot KaAAtexvikng Emuopdwong
Jwuotelo «Avtipetwrion Mawdikou Tpaluatog»
TEXNOAPOMQ

X.E.N. ABnvwv

Qc Albw Aotk Mn Kepdookorikr Etatlpeia
ActionAid EA\dg

Better Days Greece

Changemakers Lab

Cool Crips AMKE

Defence for Children International Greece (DCI Greece)
ELIX

Equal Rights Beyond Borders

Equal Society - Kowwvia Towv Eukatplwv

FENIX humanitarian legal aid

Generation 2.0 for Rights, Equality and Diversity
HIAS Greece

INTERSOS Hellas

International Rescue Committee Hellas

PRAKSIS

Refugee Support Aegean (RSA)

Safe Passage International AMKE

SolidarityNow

TANDEM Actikr) Mn KepSookormikr Etatpeio
Terre des hommes Hellas - 'n twv avBpwnwv



