STATEMENT

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
addressed to the Members of the International
Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian children

Since the start of Russian aggression against Ukraine in 2014, violations against Ukrainian children
indicate a deliberate policy, rather than unfortunate consequences of the war. With the full-scale
invasion, the violations grew in number and spread to the new territories occupied by Russia.

Tens of thousands of Ukrainian children have been forcibly transferred within occupied territory
or unlawfully deported to Russia. Over two thousand have returned from occupied territory or
Russia, but many more remain far from their family and home. Over one million Ukrainian
children remain under occupation, enduring continuous risks, coercion, and violations of their
fundamental rights. The severity and systematic nature of these violations has led the
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine to conclude they amount to
crimes against humanity and war crimes of deportation and forcible transfer of children, as well
as unjustifiable delay in their repatriation. Resolution adopted by the UN General Assembly on
3 December 2025 on Return of Ukrainian children brought attention to the practice of forcible
transfer and deportation of Ukrainian children, the separation of families and of children from
legal guardians, subsequent forced change of children’s personal status, their citizenship,
adoption or placement in foster families, and efforts to indoctrinate them.

The arrest warrants issued three years ago by the International Criminal Court against the
President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, and Commissioner for Children’s Rights,
Maria Lvova-Belova, sent a clear signal of international accountability. It however weakens with
the refusal of State Parties to the Rome Statute to execute arrest warrants and the overall attacks,
political pressure, and challenges arising for the International Criminal Court. The efforts of
international partners to facilitate children’s returns are essential, but face the refusal of the
Russian Federation to provide an accurate number of children forcibly transferred and/or
deported, deliberate obstacles in their identification, and systemic measures designed to prevent
or delay the return of Ukrainian children. Attempts to portray these cases as a singular matter of
reunification of families, purposefully distort their nature and obscure an international crime
committed by Russian representatives are particularly concerning.

Russia has consistently violated the regime of occupation and imposed its legal, governmental,
judicial and administrative systems to the territories under its control, in principle treating them
as Russian. In this, Ukrainian children in the occupied territories have been and continue to be
subjected to the same violations as those unlawfully deported. Teaching children exclusively
under Russian curriculum, only in Russian language, with propaganda of war and military
service enshrined in formal and informal education, Russia aims to erase their Ukrainian identity
and turn them into soldiers to be used for continuing and launching future wars. Imposing
Russian citizenship upon the children and their parents, placing children in custody or up for
adoption in Russian families seeks to ensure their transfer from one group to another and sever
their path to return and carries genocidal intent.



In the view of years of efforts aimed at returning Ukrainian children, grateful for the
dedication and support of the Members of the International Coalition for the return of
Ukrainian children, we, Ukrainian organizations driving the critical work of identifying,
returning, and reintegrating affected children, and ensuring accountability for these
crimes, call on Coalition Members to:

1.Continue political and economic pressure on the Russian Federation to ensure the
immediate, safe and unconditional return of all Ukrainian children who have been forcibly
transferred or deported and to cease, without delay, any further practice of forcible transfer,
deportation, separation from families and legal guardians, change of personal status, including
through citizenship, adoption or placement in foster families, and indoctrination of Ukrainian
children, in accordance with the Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on Return of
Ukrainian children.

2.Adopt and uphold sanctions against individuals and entities involved in violations against
Ukrainian children, building up coordination of sanctions regimes among Coalition Members.

3.Develop and implement a coordinated Road Map for Coalition Members outlining
concrete measures to advance the return, accountability for violations, and reintegration of
Ukrainian children, with clear benchmarks and mechanisms to track progress across all areas.

4.Provide explicit and sustainable support to the International Criminal Court as an
institution, as well as for the investigation into the situation in Ukraine, and ensure enforcement
of arrest warrants issued against the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, and
Commissioner for Children’s Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova.

5.Strengthen and expand the use of legal mechanisms to protect affected children in both
judicial and quasi-judicial institutions at various levels. In particular, promote compliance with
the recommendations of UN and OSCE system bodies, as well as facilitate the compensation for
children by filing applications to the Register of Damage for Ukraine.

6.Monitor and facilitate the implementation of the Resolution adopted by the UN General
Assembly on 3 December 2025 on Return of Ukrainian children, particularly the actions
requested to be taken by the UN Secretary General.

7 Prioritise consistent support for established initiatives with demonstrated, proven
effectiveness in searching, identifying, and returning Ukrainian children, in line with localisation
principles and avoiding duplication of efforts.

8.Establish comprehensive international protection and safety for civil society workers and
volunteers engaged in the search and return of children, for example by imposing obligations on
Coalition Members to protect them, develop and implement coordinated safety protocols, and
ensure access to legal assistance, insurance, and emergency response mechanisms.

9.Undertake concrete measures to prevent, document, and respond to persecution, detention,
violence, and other forms of pressure against civil society actors and volunteers involved in the
search for and return of children, and ensure accountability for those responsible at national and
international levels.



10.Ensure sustained, long-term assistance for the reintegration of Ukrainian children by
supporting Ukrainian organizations, recognising their unique expertise, and guaranteeing
continuity of care so that no child is left without support.

11.Invest in the capacity of Ukrainian communities to protect and support children, as a
foundation for their successful reintegration, including through strengthening family-based care
for children without parental care.

12.By creating platforms for dialogue, organizing consultations, enabling direct engagement,
ensure the meaningful participation of affected children in decision-making processes related to
their rights and interests.

3AFIBA

HEVPAOLOBUX OPrAHI3ALLIA,

ampecoBaHa wieHaM Mi>kHapogHOT Koarinii
32 IOBEPHEHHA YKPATHCBKMX JiTel

ITopymenna npas yKpaiHCBKMX [iTeH, IO BYMHAIOTLCSA Bifj MOYATKy POCIMCHKOI arpecii mporTu
Yxpaiau y 2014 por, € ninecnpsAMOBaHOIO MOTITUKOIO, 4 HE BUMAIKOBUMU HacTigkamu Bittau. 11ig
9ac MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO BTOPTHEHHA KIJBKICTh TAKUX MOPYLIEHD 3POCIIA, | BOHU IMOIMPUIUCA HA
HOBOOKynoBaHi Pocieio Tepuropii Yxpainu.

Pocia IPUMYCOBO MEPEMICTHUIIA JECATKH TUCAY YKPATHCBKUX JIITEN Y MEKAX OKYIIOBAHUX TEPUTOPIii
200 HE3aKOHHO BUBE3JIA IX JIO CBOET kpainu. Ilonaz aBi THCAYI BKe MOBEPHYIUCSA 3 OKYNOBAHMX
TEPUTOPIN 260 3 Pocii, POTE 3HAYHO OiIblie JiTEHM JOCI 3AIMIMAIOTLCA JAJIEKO Bif CBOIX ponuH i
nomiBok. Ilonam opun MiMbMOH YKPaiHCBKMX JiTE€M 3aJMINAIOTHCA IIiJj OKYTALL€I0, 3a3HAI0YU
IOCTIMHUX PU3UKIB, IPUMYCY Ta MOPYLIEHD iXHIX OCHOBOIIOJIO)KHUX IIPAB. ToxkicTs 1 cucTeMHMI
XapakTep IMX MopymeHs cronykam Hesanexny mixaapogay xomiciio OOH 3 poscrigyanaa
HOPYIIEHb B YKpPaiHi JifiTH BUCHOBKY, IJO BOHM CTAHOBJIATH 3JIOYMHH ITPOTHU JIIOAHOCTI Ta BOEHHI
3JIOYMHH y BUIJIAL JIENOPTAIii Ta IPUMYCOBOIO NEPEMIIIEHHA JITEM, a TAKOXX HEBUITPABIAHO]
3aTPHUMKH ixHbOI peraTpiarii. Pesomoriis, yxsanena Ienepansrorno Acambnero OOH 3 rpygrsa 2025
POKy IIOI0 NMOBEPHEHHA YKPAIHCBKUX [iTed, NPHUBEPHYJIA YBary 0 MPAaKTUKM IPUMYCOBOTO
NEPEMIIIEHHS Ta JIENOPTALil YKPaiHCPKUX JiTEH, pos’e,uHaHHﬂ ciMel 1 miTed Ta IXHIX 3aKOHHUX
OIIKYHiB, IOJAJIBIIOl MPUMYCOBOI 3MiHM ocobucToro CTaTyCy AiTeH, IXHBOTO TPOMAIAHCTBA,
YCUHOBJICHHS abo BIAITYBAaHHA [0 TNPUMOMHMX CiMEM, a TaKOX B8yCHJIb INOAO IXHBOL
iHZOKTpUHALLi.



TpI/I poxu Tomy MiKHApOFHMIT KPUMIHATBPHUM CyA BUJAB OPAEPU HAa APEmIT HPEe3UJeHTa
Pociticexoi Qepepanii Bomogumupa ITyrina ta YnosHoBaxkeHol 3 mpas gutunu Mapii JIsBoBoi-
benosoi, mo craso YiTKMM CHUTHAJIOM MO0 NPUTATHEHHS JO MiDKHAPOJHOI BifNOBiJaIbHOCTI.
Bopgnowac wmeit curHan mocmabmoeTbes depe3 BIMOBY JEPIKaB-yJaCHMIb PHMCBKOrO CTaTyTy
BUKOHYBATH OPJEPH HA APEIT, 4 TAKOXK YHACTIOK 3arajJbHUX aTaK, MOJITUYHOIO THUCKY Ta
BUKJIUKIB, 3 AKMMM CTHUKAE€ThCA MiKHApOmHME KPUMIHATBHMI CyA. 3yCH/UILA MiDKHAPOTHHX
IapTHEPIB, CIPAMOBAHI Ha IIOBEPHEHHA JIiTeH, € BKpail BaKIuBUMU. BogHouac Ha mepemkopi crae
Bimmosa Pociiicekol (De,uepaui'f HAJIaBaTH TOYHI IaHi MPO KiJMbKICTh MPUMYCOBO MEPEMILIEHUX Ta/
260 JEOPTOBAHUX JIiTEM, HABMUCHE YCKJIAHEHHA IXHbOT ifeHTU(IKAILil, a TAKOXX CUCTEMHI 3aX071H,
AKI YCKJIQIHIOIOTH abo 3aTATYIOTh NTOBEPHEHHS YKPAlHCBKUX [iTEH. OcobnuBe 3aHENOKOEHHS
BUKJIUKAIOTh cnp061/1 IPEJCTABUTH IIi BUIAJIKM BUKJIIOYHO K IMTUTAHHA BO33€JHAHHA CiMeH, IO
CBiTOMO CIIOTBOPIOE TXHiil XapaKTep i MPUXOBYE Mi>KHAPOIHUM 3JIOYMH, CKOEHUI MTPEICTABHUKAMU
Pocii.

P® cucrematuysHo HOPYyLIyE PEXHUM OKyMaIil Ta HaB’ﬂsye Ha MiJKOHTPOJBHUX 1M TEPUTOPIAX
BJIACHI TIPABOBY, YPATOBY, CYJOBY Ta aJMiHICTPaTUBHY CHUCTEMH, (PAKTHYHO POSIIANAIOYU X AK
Y9aCTUHY Pocii. ¥V IbOMY KOHTEKCTi YKPAalHCBKi [iTM Ha OKYIOBAHUX TEPUTOPIAX B3a3HAIOTH i
IPOJIOBXYIOTh 3a3HABATU TUX CAMUX ITOPYIIEHb, IO ¥ HE3AKOHHO fenopToBaHi gitu. Hasyarouu
JiTed BUKIIIOYHO 33 POCIMCHKOI OCBITHBOIO IPOrPaMoI0, JIMIIE POCIMCBKOI MOBOI), i3
IPOIIAraHOk BIMHM Ta BilICbKOBOI cny>1<61/1, 3aKPIIJIEHOIO Y cl)opMam)HiI?I Ta Hecl)opMaJIbHiﬁ OCBITI,
Pocis mparse cTepTH iXHIO YKpAiHCBKY iZ€HTHYHICTD i IHEPETBOPUTH IX HA CONJATIB JUIA
IIPOJIOBXKEHHA Ta posB’HsaHHﬂ Mafl6yTHix BoeH. Has'sa3yBaHHA pOCilICEKOro rpOMajIAHCTBA JiTAM
Ta IxHiM OaThKaM, mmepefada AiTel mif OmiKy abo Ha YCHHOBIEHHS B POCIMChKi ciM' Mae Ha Meri
3abeareunTu 1x nepenayy 3 OfHiEl rPynM M0 iHINOI Ta YHEMOXKJIMBUTHU ITOBEPHEHHS, IO MICTUTh
O3HAKM F€HOLM/AIbHOTO HaMipy.

3 ormany Ha GaraTopiuHi 3yCHM/ULA, COPAMOBaHI Ha TOBEPHEHHA YKpPalHCBKHX AiTeil, Ta
BUCJIOBJIIOI0YM BIAYHICTh 32 BifflaHicTh i migTpuMmKy 4ieHiB MixHapogHoi koamimii sa
NOBEPHEHHA YKPAaiHCBKUX JiTeM, MM, YKPaiHChKi OopraHisauii, AKi 3filiCHIOIOTh KpPUTHYHO
BaKJIUBY p060Ty 3 imeHTH}iKaNii, MOBEPHEHHA Ta pEiHTErpauii MOCTpaKAAIUX JiTeH, a
TAKO)K CHPHUAIOTh NPUTATHEHHIO O BiJNOBi/IaJIbHOCTI 32 IIi 3JI0YMHM, 3AKJTUKAEMO YJIEHIB
Koamningii:

1.ITpomoB>KuTH MOMITUIHUI Ta EKOHOMiYHMI TUCK Ha Pociiicpky q)e,uepauilo 3 METOIO
3abesreyeHHs HETaHOTO, 0e3MeyHOro Ta 6€3yMOBHOTO ITIOBEPHEHHS BCIX YKPATHCHKUX JIiTCH, AKi
Oy mprMycoBo nepemimjeni abo AernopToBaHi, a TAKOXK Oe3 3BOMIKAHb IPUITMHUATH OYIb-5Ky
HOZIAJIBIIY IIPAKTUKY IPUMYCOBOTO IMEPEMILIEHHSA, IEMTOPTALI, pos’enHaHHﬂ 3 CiM’ SIMH T2
3aKOHHUMH OITKYHAMM, 3MiHU OCOOMCTOTrO CTATyCy, 30KpeMa Yepes HaB A3y BaHH: IPOMA/IAHCTBA,
YCUHOBJICHHS a6o BJIAIITYBAHHA JJO TPUMOMHUX CIMEM, Ta IHJOKTPUHALI yKPATHCHKUX JiTEN
BifIoBigHO 10 Pesosmonil, yxsaneHoi Ienepansaoo Acambineero mopo TIOBEPHEHHSA YKPATHCHKUX
ITE.

2.3anpoBaiuTH Ta MiATPUMYBATU CAHKIiI o710 pi3UIHMX i IOPUAUIHUX ocib, IPUYETHUX JIO
TIOPYLIEHD ITPAB YKPATHCHKUX JITEN, TTOCUTIOIYHM KOOPAUHALIIO CAHKIIAHUX PEXKUMIB MK
yneHaMu Koaminii.

3.Po3pobuty Ta BIPOBaZUTH CKOOPIUHOBAHY JOPOXKHIO KapTy 1A wieHiB Koainit, mo
BM3HAYATUME KOHKPETHI 3aX0/[1, CIIPAMOBaHi Ha 3a0e3reyeHHA TIOBEPHEHHSA YKPATHChKUX JIiTEN,
CIPUAHHA NPUTATHEHHIO JIO BiTIOBiNAIbHOCTI 33 HOPYHIEHHA Ta IXHIO PEIHTErPaLLiIo, 13 TITKUMU
Opi€HTHPaMU Ta MEXaHi3MaMU BiJICTEXKEHHS IIPOTPECy B yCix cdepax.



4,3a6e3neunTy YiTKy Ta CTaJIy NigTpUMKy Mi>KHapogHOro KpMMiHaIbHOTO CyAy AK
iHCTUTYIIi1, a TAKOYK PO3CITTyBaHHA CUTYaILii B YKpaiHi, i CHPUATH BUKOHAHHIO OPZAEPIB Ha apeT,
BUIAHMX 0710 npesuzieHTa Pociticekof CDezxepaui’f Bonopumupa Ilyrina Ta YioBHOBa)KeHOI 3 IpaB
autrar Mapii JIssoBoi-benoBoi.

S.JlocunuTy Ta PO3IIMPUTH BUKOPHUCTAHHA IIPABOBMX MEXAHi3MiB 17151 3aXMCTY
NOCTPAXKJAIUX JIITEH AK Y CyIOBHX, TAK i B KBa3iCyJOBUX iHCTUTYIIiAX HA pisHUX piBHAX. 30KpeMma,
CIIpUATH JOTPUMaHHIO pekomenpanii opranis cuctemu OOH Ta OBCE, a Takoxx 3abesneuntu
MO>KJTUBICT OTPUMAHHA JiThbMU KOMITEHCALI MIJIAXOM OJaHHA 3258 Jio Peectpy 30UTKIB 11
Ykpainu.

6.301i¥iCHIOBATH MOHITOPHMHT Ta CIPUATH BUKOHAHHIO Pesomonii, yxsanenoi IenepanpsHoio
Acambrneeio OOH 3 rpyasasa 2025 poKy moz10 MOBEPHEHHS YKPATHCKHUX JiTEM, 30KPEMA 3aXOfIiB,
BUKOHAHHA AKHX ITOKIafeHo Ha lenepanproro cexperaps OOH.

7.HapaBaTu npiopurer NocIioBHil NiATpUMILi iCHYI09MX iHiLiaTHB i3 TOBEEHOIO
epEKTUBHICTIO y IOIYKY, ifeHTH(iKaLIil Ta TOBEPHEHH] YKPATHCHKUX JiTEl, BIIITOBIHO 1O
NPUHIMIIB JIOKAIi3aLlil Ta 3 yHUKHEHHAM le6JIIOBaHH}I 3YCHJIb.

8.3anpoBaguTH KOMIUIEKCHUI MDKHAPOIHUI 3aXHCT i Oe3neKy npaniBHUKIB
IPOMAJAHCHKOIO CYCIiIbCTBA TA BOJIOHTEPIB, 3ATy4EHHX IO TIOIIYKY Ta IOBEPHEHHS JIiTEN,
30KpeMa IIULIXOM IOKJIafeH A Ha wieHiB Koairii 30008’ s13aHb 1070 IXHBOTO 3aXHCTY,
PO3pObIIEHHS Ta BIPOBA/PKEHHS CKOOPAMHOBAHHX IIPOTOKOJIIB OE3IIEKH, 4 TAKOXK rApaHTyBaTH
JOCTYTI 10 IIPABOBOI IOTIOMOTH, CTPAXYBAHHSA T4 MEXAHiI3MiB EKCTPEHOTO PEaryBaHHA.

9.BoxuTi KOHKPETHUX 3aXO[iB /17151 3a1100iraHHA, JOKYMEHTYBAHHSA TA PEaTyBaHHS Ha
HEPECITiyBaHH A, 3aTPUMAaHH, HACUJILCTBO Ta iHIIi pOPMH TUCKY IOAO IPECTABHUKIB
TPOMAJSHCHKOTO CYCHiJIbCTBA i BOJIOHTEPIB, 3AJIy4EHHUX /IO TIOIIYKY Ta TOBEPHEHHA JiTEM, a TAKOXK
INPUTATHEHHA JIO BIINIOBIJAIbHOCTI BUHHMX HA HAL[iOHAJIbHOMY Ta Mi>KHAPOJHOMY PiBHSX.

10.HapaTtu cTany noBrocTpoKoBy MiATPUMKY peiHTerpanii yKpaiHChbKHMX JiTEH MLIXOM
HiITPUMKHU YKPalHCHKUX OPTraHisaliil, BASHAHHA IXHbOI YHIKaIbHOI EKCIIEPTU3Y Ta TAPAHTYBAHHS
OearepepBHOCTI OMiKY, 1106 YKOJHA JUTHHA He 3aTMIATIAC 63 MifTPUMKH.

11.IaBecTyBaTH Y CHPOMOYKHICTh YKPaiHChKHMX I'POMAJ 3aXMINATH Ta iATPUMYBATHU JiTei
3aJJ1A IXHBO] YCITIHOT peiHTerpanii, 30KpemMa IULIXOM TOCUIEHHA CIMEMHUX GOPM BUXOBAHHS JJI
miTeit, mo3daBIeHUX 6aTHKIBCHKOTO MKTyBaHHS.

12.3a6e3meunT peaibHy YIacTh HOCTPOKAINX AiTel Y HPOLEcaX YXBaJIEHHA pillieHb, 110
CTOCYIOTBCS IXHIX ITPaB Ta iHTEPECiB, 30KPEMa IMIIAXOM CTBOPEHHSA IIATGOPM JJIA JIiasIory,
OpraHisanii KOHCYJIBTALLi} Ta HaIAHHA MOYKJIMBOCTEM JIJIA 6esnocepe,quo'1' y4acri.



Signatories:

Human Rights Centre ZMINA

Ukrainian Child Rights Network

Save Ukraine

Voices of Cchildren

Regional Center for Human Rights

Crimean Human Rights Group

SOS Children’s Villages Ukraine

Charitable Organization “Foundation For the Future”
All-Ukrainian NGO “Magnolia”

NGO Centre of Psychological Help “Confidence”
Way Home Odesa Charity Foundation

Truth Hounds

Hope and Homes for Children Ukraine

Ukrainian Education Platform

ICF “Ukrainian foundation for Public Health”
Charitable Foundation Volunteers: Adults to Children
NGO Responsible Citizens

Charitable Foundation “Pomogaem”
All-Ukrainian public center “VOLUNTEER”
NGO “League of Social Workers of Ukraine”
NGO Donbas SOS

NGO «Institute for the development of social services»
All-Ukrainian Charity “Child Well-being Fund Ukraine”
NGO See with your heart

NGO Emmaus

NGO Vidchui

NGO “We are near”

NGO Merezhyvo

NGO MARTIN-club

NGO "Fundamental Research Support Fund”
CO“CF“EAST SOS”

Charitable Foundation “Orphans Future »

Crisis insight

NGO “CrimeaSOS”

Right to Protection CF

Charitable Foundation “Stabilization Support Services”
NGO HUMANITY

Charitable Foundation CARITAS-KYIV

GLOBA22 Foundation

Charity Organization "Blagomay”

ICO “Partnership “For Every Child”



